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Abstract:- This paper explores the relationship between 

Endogenous Development (ED) and Local Economic 

Development (LED) in the Tamale Metropolis, Ghana. 

ED emphasises locally driven initiatives that leverage 

indigenous knowledge, resources, and cultural practices, 

while LED focuses on promoting economic growth and 

sustainability through local-level collaboration. The 

study examines how ED practices, such as community-

based agricultural activities and cooperatives, contribute 

to local economic growth, job creation, and social 

cohesion in Tamale. It also identifies key challenges, 

including weak governance frameworks, socio-cultural 

barriers, and limited access to finance, which hinder the 

effective integration of ED into broader LED strategies. 

Despite these obstacles, opportunities exist to strengthen 

the synergy between ED and LED through enhanced 

community participation, capacity building, and public-

private partnerships. This paper argues that aligning ED 

with LED offers a sustainable development model that 

can address both economic and social challenges in the 

region. Recommendations for policymakers include 

improving local governance structures, fostering 

inclusive development policies, and creating supportive 

environments for community-driven initiatives. The 

findings highlight the need for context-sensitive 

development strategies that empower local communities 

to take ownership of their development pathways while 

contributing to sustainable economic growth. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Background 

Development theories and paradigms have evolved 

significantly over the decades, responding to the 

multifaceted challenges faced by developing countries. 

Historically, development paradigms such as modernisation 

theory emphasised economic growth driven by 

industrialisation and capital investment, often relying on 

external interventions (Peet & Hartwick, 2015). However, 

this top-down, externally driven approach has faced 

criticism for failing to address the complexities of local 

contexts, especially in Africa. Development paradigms like 
dependency theory and world-systems theory emerged to 

critique these models, arguing that they entrenched unequal 

global relations and did not consider the autonomy and 
agency of developing regions (Amin, 1976; Wallerstein, 

2004). 

 

In response to these critiques, endogenous 

development (ED) emerged as an alternative approach, 

emphasising the importance of local knowledge, culture, and 

resources in shaping development trajectories. Endogenous 

development rejects the notion of a universal path to 

development, instead advocating for a bottom-up, 

participatory process that is deeply embedded in local 

realities (Haverkort & Rist, 2007). This approach is 
particularly relevant in the African context, where colonial 

legacies and externally imposed development models have 

often failed to deliver sustained economic and social 

progress. ED aligns with African perspectives on 

development, recognising that local communities possess 

valuable knowledge and capacities to drive their own 

development processes, rather than being passive recipients 

of external aid or investment (Dodzi, 2018). 

 

The philosophical underpinnings of endogenous 

development align with the philosophy of science, 
particularly the critiques of Western scientific methods in 

understanding and addressing the needs of African societies. 

Scholars like Hountondji (1995) argue that scientific inquiry 

must be rooted in local knowledge systems and must respect 

the diversity of ways of knowing, which Western 

development models often overlook. Thus, ED presents 

itself not only as a practical development model but also as a 

philosophical stance that challenges dominant narratives in 

development science and practice. 

 

While endogenous development emphasises local 

agency and knowledge, Local Economic Development 
(LED) provides a framework for operationalising these 

principles at the local level. LED refers to the process by 

which local actors such as communities, businesses, local 

governments, and other stakeholders collaborate to stimulate 

economic activity, generate employment, and improve living 

standards within a defined geographic area (Rodríguez-Pose 

& Tijmstra, 2005). In many ways, LED complements ED by 

focusing on the economic aspects of development and 

prioritising local solutions for local problems, often 

leveraging local resources and capacities (Nel & Rogerson, 

2016). 
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In the African context, LED has gained increasing 

attention as a strategy for addressing poverty, 

unemployment, and inequality, particularly in both urban 

and rural settings. Unlike traditional economic development 

models, which often emphasise large-scale industrialisation 

or foreign investment, LED focuses on strengthening the 

local economy by supporting small businesses, cooperatives, 

and community-based initiatives. LED strategies are also 
inclusive, involving marginalised groups in decision-making 

processes, and seeking to distribute economic benefits 

equitably within the community (Moyo & Sutherland, 

2019). 

 

However, LED, much like ED, requires strong 

governance frameworks and a clear understanding of local 

dynamics. It necessitates the creation of institutions that can 

facilitate collaboration and coordination among various local 

actors. LED strategies must also be adaptable and context-

specific, acknowledging the diversity of local economies 
and the different challenges and opportunities they present 

(Pike, Rodríguez-Pose, & Tomaney, 2010). 

 

Tamale Metropolis, located in the Northern Region of 

Ghana, offers a unique context for exploring the nexus 

between endogenous development and local economic 

development. As the capital of the Northern Region, Tamale 

has witnessed significant economic growth over the past two 

decades, becoming one of the fastest-growing cities in West 

Africa (Songsore, 2003). The metropolis has a mixed 

economy, combining agriculture, commerce, and services, 

with a growing focus on urbanisation and infrastructure 
development. 

 

However, despite its economic potential, Tamale faces 

numerous challenges, including high poverty rates, limited 

formal employment opportunities, and inadequate 

infrastructure. Like many other cities in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Tamale’s development trajectory has been shaped by both 

colonial legacies and contemporary global economic forces 

(Songsore, 2017). This has resulted in uneven development 

patterns, where certain sectors, particularly those linked to 

the informal economy, remain underdeveloped despite the 
city’s overall growth. 

 

In this context, endogenous development offers a 

pathway for harnessing Tamale’s local knowledge, culture, 

and resources to promote sustainable and equitable 

economic growth. Traditional knowledge systems, for 

example, play a crucial role in the agricultural sector, where 

local farmers rely on indigenous techniques to manage crops 

and livestock. Meanwhile, local economic development can 

provide the structural framework for translating these assets 

into tangible economic benefits, such as increased 

employment opportunities and improved living conditions. 
 

Furthermore, the role of local governance in Tamale is 

critical in driving both ED and LED initiatives. The Tamale 

Metropolitan Assembly, local NGOs, and community-based 

organizations have been at the forefront of development 

efforts, promoting inclusive governance and participatory 

planning. However, these efforts are often constrained by 

limited resources and institutional capacities, which 

underscores the importance of aligning ED and LED 

approaches to overcome these challenges (Owusu, 2018). 

 

In conclusion, exploring the intersection of endogenous 

development and local economic development in the Tamale 

Metropolis reveals both the potential and challenges of 

applying these paradigms in practice. By leveraging local 
knowledge and fostering economic opportunities through 

LED, Tamale can serve as a model for other cities in Ghana 

and beyond, demonstrating the importance of context-

specific, community-driven development strategies. 

 

B. Problem Statement 

Despite the theoretical synergy between endogenous 

development (ED) and local economic development (LED), 

there are significant gaps in the integration of these two 

approaches, particularly within the African context. While 

ED emphasizes community-driven initiatives that are 
grounded in local knowledge, values, and resources 

(Haverkort & Rist, 2007), LED focuses more on economic 

empowerment and improving the material conditions of 

local communities through formalised development 

strategies (Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). The two 

approaches, though complementary, often fail to align in 

practice due to several reasons. 

 

One primary gap is the lack of institutional frameworks 

that support the integration of both ED and LED. Many 

development policies and strategies in Africa, including 

those in Ghana, still lean heavily on external aid, foreign 
direct investment, and top-down approaches that overlook 

the importance of local knowledge and participation (Ayee, 

2013). This disconnect leads to development interventions 

that are often mismatched with the local realities of 

communities, thereby hindering long-term sustainability. For 

instance, LED initiatives frequently emphasise economic 

growth through infrastructure projects or market-led 

strategies without sufficiently incorporating the cultural and 

social dimensions that are central to ED (Pike, Rodríguez-

Pose, & Tomaney, 2010). As a result, while economic 

opportunities may increase, the deeper social and cultural 
needs of local communities often remain unaddressed. 

 

Moreover, the philosophy of science that underpins 

much of mainstream development theory tends to prioritise 

empirical, quantitative data over qualitative, context-specific 

insights derived from local knowledge systems (Hountondji, 

1995). This epistemological bias creates a gap in how 

development practitioners value local knowledge within the 

LED framework. Endogenous development, with its focus 

on incorporating indigenous practices and cultural 

knowledge, challenges the dominance of Western scientific 

models that often inform economic development strategies. 
The failure to bridge these epistemological divides means 

that LED strategies may underutilize or even undermine the 

potential contributions of local knowledge to sustainable 

development (Owuor & Foeken, 2009). 
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Another gap lies in the capacity-building and resource 

allocation necessary to implement an integrated ED-LED 

approach. Many local communities lack the technical, 

financial, and institutional resources needed to convert their 

local knowledge and cultural practices into viable economic 

strategies (Ayee, 2013). In Tamale Metropolis, for instance, 

there is significant untapped potential in sectors like 

agriculture, small-scale manufacturing, and traditional crafts 
that align with ED principles. However, without the 

appropriate mechanisms to support local entrepreneurs and 

small businesses, these sectors remain underdeveloped 

within the broader LED framework (Owusu, 2018). This 

results in a disconnect between the potential of endogenous 

resources and the formal economy, perpetuating cycles of 

poverty and underdevelopment. 

 

In addition, governance structures at the local level are 

often weak, lacking the capacity to coordinate the 

integration of ED and LED initiatives. Effective LED 
requires a high degree of collaboration between local 

government, businesses, and community members, but in 

many African contexts, local governments are under-

resourced and struggle to act as facilitators of this process 

(Nel & Rogerson, 2016). Without robust local governance 

frameworks, there is often insufficient dialogue between the 

various actors involved in ED and LED, further contributing 

to their disjointed implementation. 

 

The Tamale Metropolis in Northern Ghana exemplifies 

the urgent need for development strategies that are sensitive 

to local contexts. As one of the fastest-growing cities in 
West Africa, Tamale is grappling with significant challenges 

related to rapid urbanisation, poverty, and inequality 

(Songsore, 2017). While the city has experienced economic 

growth, this has not been evenly distributed, with many 

residents still reliant on the informal economy for their 

livelihoods. In this setting, the application of externally 

driven development models has often resulted in uneven 

development outcomes, further exacerbating socio-

economic disparities (Ayee, 2013). 

 

Given the complex socio-economic landscape of 
Tamale, context-sensitive development strategies are 

essential for addressing these challenges. Such strategies 

must go beyond the standard economic development 

frameworks that prioritize infrastructure and market-led 

growth, and instead incorporate the cultural, social, and 

environmental dimensions that are central to endogenous 

development (Haverkort & Rist, 2007). In Tamale, 

traditional knowledge systems such as indigenous 

agricultural practices, local governance traditions, and 

cultural norms related to land use play a significant role in 

shaping local economic activity. However, these systems are 

often marginalised in formal development plans, which tend 
to prioritise external expertise and standardised solutions 

(Owusu, 2018). 

 

A context-sensitive approach to development in Tamale 

would involve aligning LED initiatives with the principles 

of ED, ensuring that local actors are empowered to take the 

lead in shaping development outcomes. This requires 

inclusive governance structures that facilitate meaningful 

participation from all stakeholders, including marginalised 

groups such as women, youth, and rural populations. It also 

necessitates the integration of local knowledge into 

development planning processes, ensuring that the specific 

needs and aspirations of the community are reflected in 

policy decisions (Pike et al., 2010). 

 
Additionally, capacity-building efforts must be tailored 

to the unique challenges faced by local communities. In 

Tamale, for instance, strengthening local institutions to 

support small-scale entrepreneurship and agricultural 

innovation can help bridge the gap between ED and LED. 

This would involve not only providing technical and 

financial support but also fostering an enabling environment 

for the formal recognition of local practices within the 

broader economic development framework (Owusu, 2018). 

 

Ultimately, the need for context-sensitive development 
strategies in Tamale reflects the broader challenge of 

creating development models that are both inclusive and 

sustainable. By integrating the principles of ED and LED, 

policymakers and development practitioners can foster 

economic growth that is deeply rooted in local realities, 

empowering communities to drive their own development in 

ways that are both culturally relevant and economically 

viable. 

 

C. Research Questions 

The study aims to address the following key research 

questions in the context of endogenous development (ED) 
and local economic development (LED) within the Tamale 

Metropolis: 

 How does endogenous development contribute to local 

economic development in Tamale Metropolis? 

 What are the key challenges and opportunities in 

aligning ED with LED practices? 

 

D. Objectives 

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

 To explore the relationship between ED and LED in the 

Tamale Metropolis. 

 To analyse the impact of community-driven initiatives on 

local economic growth. 

 To assess the challenges of implementing ED strategies 

in urban settings. 

 

E. Significance of the Study 

This study on the nexus between endogenous 

development (ED) and local economic development (LED) 

in Tamale Metropolis provides a significant contribution to 

the field of development studies by advancing the discourse 

on context-specific development strategies. It bridges the 
gap between theory and practice, highlighting how locally 

grounded approaches to development can be operationalized 

to foster sustainable economic growth. Traditional 

development models have often overlooked the intricate 

relationship between local knowledge systems and formal 

economic structures, instead prioritising external, top-down 

interventions (Haverkort & Rist, 2007). This study 
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challenges such paradigms by emphasizing the role of 

endogenous development as a viable framework for 

addressing local challenges within the specific socio-cultural 

context of Tamale Metropolis. 

 

The study contributes to philosophy of science by 

critically engaging with the dominant epistemologies in 

development practice, which are frequently influenced by 
Western scientific models. These models tend to universalise 

development processes, discounting the relevance of 

indigenous knowledge systems and their potential to drive 

sustainable change (Hountondji, 1995). By interrogating the 

philosophical foundations of ED, the research highlights the 

importance of pluralism in development science as an 

approach that values multiple ways of knowing and 

recognises the limitations of conventional, empirically 

driven methods that dominate policy planning. This 

integration of philosophical analysis with theoretical/content 

analysis enriches the field of development studies, offering 
an alternative lens through which development can be 

understood and practiced. 

 

From a policy planning perspective, the findings of this 

study have the potential to shape future development 

frameworks, particularly those focused on local economic 

development in urban and peri-urban settings. The study’s 

emphasis on community-driven initiatives and the alignment 

of ED with LED practices provides policymakers with 

valuable insights into how local actors can be empowered to 

take charge of their own development. The research 

underscores the importance of adopting policies that are 
sensitive to local realities and that promote inclusive, 

participatory governance structures (Nel & Rogerson, 2016). 

By doing so, policymakers can create an enabling 

environment where local knowledge and resources are 

harnessed to achieve broader development objectives, 

aligning with the principles of sustainable and inclusive 

development. 

 

The Tamale Metropolis, like many other urban centres 

in sub-Saharan Africa, faces complex challenges related to 

poverty, urbanisation, and resource allocation (Songsore, 
2017). In this context, the study offers practical insights that 

can inform future development interventions in the region. 

By focusing on the specific case of Tamale, the research 

highlights the potential for endogenous development to 

serve as a transformative model for local economic growth. 

The findings point to the importance of community-driven 

initiatives, such as local agricultural practices, small-scale 

manufacturing, and informal sector activities, which are 

deeply rooted in the cultural and social fabric of the 

community (Owusu, 2018). These initiatives not only 

contribute to economic growth but also foster social 

cohesion and resilience, making them a critical component 
of any development strategy. 

 

Future development interventions in Tamale can 

benefit from the study’s identification of both challenges 

and opportunities in aligning ED with LED practices. The 

research reveals that one of the main challenges is the lack 

of robust institutional frameworks that support the 

integration of these two approaches (Ayee, 2013). 

Development practitioners and policymakers can use these 

insights to design interventions that strengthen local 

governance structures, enhance the capacity of community-

based organizations, and foster partnerships between local 

governments and the private sector. Such interventions can 

help bridge the gap between the formal economy and local 

development practices, ensuring that economic growth is 
inclusive and sustainable. 

 

Moreover, the study provides a model for scalability, 

offering lessons that can be applied to other urban and rural 

settings in Ghana and across sub-Saharan Africa. By 

highlighting the context-specific nature of development, the 

research emphasizes the need for interventions that are 

adaptable to the unique cultural, social, and economic 

conditions of each region. This approach challenges the one-

size-fits-all mentality often associated with development 

interventions and promotes a more nuanced, locally 
grounded methodology that can lead to more effective and 

sustainable outcomes (Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). 

 

In conclusion, the significance of this study lies in its 

ability to contribute to development theory and practice 

while offering practical recommendations for future 

interventions in the Tamale Metropolis and beyond. By 

focusing on the integration of endogenous development with 

local economic development, the research advances a more 

inclusive, participatory approach to development planning 

that recognizes the central role of local knowledge and 

community-driven initiatives in fostering sustainable 
growth. 

 

II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

A. Endogenous Development and Local Economic 

Development 

Endogenous Development (ED) refers to a bottom-up 

approach to development that emphasises the use of local 

knowledge, resources, and capacities to drive the socio-

economic growth of communities (Haverkort & Rist, 2007). 

Unlike traditional development paradigms, which often rely 
on external inputs such as foreign aid, technology, or 

expertise, ED is rooted in the idea that development should 

emerge from within local communities and be shaped by 

their specific cultural, social, and environmental contexts 

(Dodzi, 2018). This approach promotes self-reliance and 

sustainability, as it leverages existing local assets and 

empowers communities to define their own development 

trajectories. 

 

Key theories underlying ED include participatory 

planning and community-based development, both of which 

prioritise local engagement and decision-making (Chambers, 
1997). Participatory planning is particularly central to ED, 

as it involves communities in the design and implementation 

of development interventions, ensuring that these 

interventions align with local needs and aspirations. This 

contrasts sharply with top-down development models that 

impose external solutions without adequately considering 

local realities. 
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Local Economic Development (LED), on the other 

hand, focuses on enhancing the economic well-being of a 

specific locality, often through a combination of public, 

private, and community efforts aimed at improving the local 

economy (Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). LED 

emphasizes job creation, investment attraction, and the 

development of local industries to stimulate economic 

growth. Importantly, LED can encompass a wide range of 
strategies, from supporting small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) to investing in infrastructure, education, 

and skills development. 

 

Both ED and LED share a focus on sustainability and 

community empowerment, although they approach these 

goals from slightly different perspectives. ED is more 

concerned with the cultural and social dimensions of 

development, while LED focuses on the economic aspect, 

aiming to create employment opportunities, stimulate 

economic activity, and reduce poverty at the local level. 
 

In the African context, ED and LED are inherently 

linked, as local economies are often deeply embedded in 

cultural practices, community structures, and traditional 

knowledge systems (Nel & Rogerson, 2016). For many 

African communities, economic activities such as 

agriculture, artisanal crafts, and small-scale entrepreneurship 

are tied to local customs and indigenous knowledge. This 

creates an opportunity for ED to provide the foundation for 

LED strategies that are culturally relevant and locally 

appropriate. 

 
For example, in rural areas of Ghana, local farming 

practices often rely on indigenous knowledge about soil 

management, weather patterns, and biodiversity (Songsore, 

2017). LED strategies in these areas can build on these 

practices by providing infrastructure, access to markets, and 

capacity-building programmes that enhance local farmers' 

ability to generate income while maintaining the 

sustainability of their practices (Owusu, 2018). By aligning 

ED with LED, development interventions can become more 

effective and sustainable, as they draw on the strengths of 

local communities and ensure that economic growth is not 
achieved at the expense of social and cultural integrity. 

 

However, achieving this alignment requires careful 

institutional coordination and capacity-building to bridge the 

gap between informal, community-driven initiatives and the 

formal economic structures that typically underpin LED. In 

Africa, one of the key challenges is ensuring that local 

governance frameworks are robust enough to support this 

integration and that development strategies are context-

sensitive (Ayee, 2013). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Empirical Studies on ED and LED in Africa 

Empirical research on ED and LED in Africa reveals a 

diverse range of experiences and outcomes, depending on 

the local context, governance structures, and economic 

conditions. In Ghana, studies have shown that ED practices, 

particularly in the agricultural sector, have played a crucial 

role in sustaining local livelihoods, especially in rural 

communities (Owusu, 2018). For example, in Northern 
Ghana, local farming practices that incorporate indigenous 

knowledge of crop rotation, seed selection, and pest control 

have contributed to food security and environmental 

sustainability. However, these practices have not always 

translated into significant economic growth, highlighting the 

need for better integration with LED frameworks that can 

provide market access, investment, and infrastructure 

(Songsore, 2017). 

 

In South Africa, research on LED has focused 

extensively on urban regeneration and the promotion of 
small businesses as a means of addressing high 

unemployment and poverty rates in cities (Nel & Rogerson, 

2016). Here, LED initiatives have been successful in some 

cases, such as in the revitalisation of the informal sector 

through targeted support programmes for SMEs. However, 

challenges remain, particularly in ensuring that LED 

strategies are inclusive and that they benefit marginalized 

communities who are often left out of formal economic 

planning processes. 

 

Studies from Kenya and Tanzania have also explored 

the intersection of ED and LED in rural settings, where local 
communities have leveraged traditional agricultural 

practices to promote sustainable economic development 

(Owuor & Foeken, 2009). These studies highlight the 

importance of local leadership, community participation, 

and strong governance in the successful integration of ED 

and LED. 

 

Several factors have been identified as critical for the 

successful integration of ED and LED in Africa. First, strong 

local governance is essential for coordinating efforts 

between communities, local governments, and development 
partners. Without effective governance, development 

initiatives may become fragmented, with ED practices 

operating in isolation from broader economic planning 

processes (Ayee, 2013). 

 

Second, community participation is key to ensuring 

that development strategies are tailored to local needs and 

capacities. Participatory planning approaches that involve 

local stakeholders in decision-making processes can enhance 

the relevance and sustainability of development 

interventions (Chambers, 1997). 
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On the other hand, the challenges to integrating ED 

and LED include limited access to capital, weak institutional 

frameworks, and insufficient infrastructure. Many local 

communities lack the financial resources to scale up their 

endogenous development initiatives, while inadequate 

infrastructure (such as roads, electricity, and water) hampers 

economic growth. Furthermore, there is often a disconnect 

between formal development policies and the informal 
practices that characterize many local economies 

(Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). 

 

C. The Tamale Metropolis: Economic and Social Context 

The Tamale Metropolis, located in Northern Ghana, is 

a dynamic urban centre that has experienced rapid growth in 

recent years. With a population that exceeds 350,000, 

Tamale serves as a key economic and administrative hub for 

the region (Songsore, 2017). The city’s economy is diverse, 

with sectors such as agriculture, commerce, and services 

contributing to its overall economic output. Agriculture 
remains a critical component of Tamale’s economy, with 

many residents engaged in small-scale farming and livestock 

rearing. 

 

However, despite its growth, Tamale continues to face 

significant challenges, particularly in the areas of poverty, 

unemployment, and infrastructure development. The city’s 

rapid urbanization has led to increased demand for housing, 

transportation, and public services, which local authorities 

have struggled to provide. Additionally, many residents 

continue to rely on the informal economy, which lacks the 

regulatory support and infrastructure needed to drive 
significant economic growth (Owusu, 2018). 

 

To address these challenges, a number of local 

development initiatives have been implemented in Tamale. 

The Tamale Metropolitan Assembly has spearheaded efforts 

to promote local economic development through 

infrastructure development, capacity-building programmes 

for SMEs, and agricultural modernisation (Owusu, 2018). In 

particular, programmes aimed at improving access to 

markets for local farmers have been a key focus, with the 

goal of boosting agricultural productivity and linking rural 
producers with urban consumers. 

 

In addition, community-driven initiatives have played 

an important role in fostering economic growth. These 

initiatives often build on endogenous development 

principles, leveraging local knowledge and resources to 

promote sustainable livelihoods. For example, women's 

groups in Tamale have been active in developing small 

businesses related to food processing, crafts, and retail, 

providing income-generating opportunities for marginalised 

populations (Songsore, 2017). 

 
Despite these efforts, there remain significant 

challenges in aligning ED and LED in Tamale, particularly 

in terms of scaling up local initiatives to create broader 

economic impacts. Ensuring that development strategies are 

inclusive and that they address the needs of all residents, 

especially those in informal settlements will be critical to the 

city’s long-term growth and sustainability. 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

A. Research Design 

This study employs a desk study approach, relying on 

secondary sources such as policy documents, local 

government reports, academic articles, and other relevant 

literature to explore the relationship between endogenous 

development (ED) and local economic development (LED) 
in the Tamale Metropolis. By conducting an extensive 

review of existing data, this research aims to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of how ED and LED have 

been implemented, the challenges encountered, and the 

opportunities for aligning these two approaches to foster 

sustainable development. 

The desk study methodology allows for a systematic 

content analysis of multiple sources, including: 

 Policy documents from the Tamale Metropolitan 

Assembly and Ghana’s National Development Planning 

Commission (NDPC). 

 Reports from local development agencies, NGOs, and 

international organizations working in the region. 

 Academic studies on ED and LED in Ghana and other 

sub-Saharan African countries. 

 Statistical data on socio-economic indicators relevant to 

the Tamale Metropolis. 

 

This approach is justified for several reasons: 

 Data Availability: Secondary data from policy 

documents, reports, and academic literature provide rich, 

diverse, and relevant information on the state of 
development in Tamale. These sources offer insights into 

local development strategies, governance structures, and 

the socio-economic landscape of the region. 

 Cost and Time Efficiency: Desk research is a cost-

effective and time-efficient way to collect information 

from existing sources, making it ideal for studies that 

require a broad overview of development issues across a 

region. 

 Comprehensive Analysis: Using secondary sources 

allows for a wide range of perspectives on ED and LED. 

The inclusion of policy documents and academic studies 

provides a balanced view, integrating both theoretical 
discussions and practical implementation challenges. 

 Ethical Considerations: Since the study does not involve 

direct data collection from human subjects, ethical 

concerns related to field research, such as informed 

consent and confidentiality, are minimized. 

 

The desk study design is particularly suitable for this 

research as it enables the exploration of macro-level policies 

and local initiatives while offering a foundation for further 

empirical research that may involve fieldwork or primary 

data collection. 
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B. Data Analysis Techniques 

For this study, content analysis is used as the primary 

data analysis technique. This involves a systematic review of 

the content from the various secondary sources to identify 

recurring themes, patterns, and issues related to the 

integration of ED and LED in Tamale. The steps involved in 

content analysis are as follows: 

 Data Collection: Relevant documents, reports, and 
academic papers are collected, focusing on those that 

address ED, LED, and local development strategies in 

the Tamale Metropolis. 

 Coding: Key themes and concepts related to ED and 

LED are identified, such as community participation, 

governance structures, economic growth, sustainability, 

challenges in implementation, and opportunities for 

alignment. These themes serve as coding categories for 

organising the content. 

 Thematic Analysis: The coded data are analysed to 

identify patterns, commonalities, and differences across 
the sources. For example, themes like "participatory 

planning" or "informal sector growth" are examined to 

understand their role in the success or challenges of ED 

and LED initiatives. 

 Interpretation: The results of the thematic analysis are 

interpreted in light of the study’s research questions and 

objectives. The analysis focused on understanding how 

ED contributes to LED, the barriers to their integration, 

and potential strategies for overcoming these challenges. 

 Synthesis: The findings are synthesized to provide a 

comprehensive overview of the relationship between ED 
and LED in the Tamale Metropolis, with 

recommendations for policy planning and future 

interventions. 

 

This content analysis approach is suitable because it 

allowed for a qualitative examination of the complex, 

context-specific issues that shape development in Tamale. It 

also enables the identification of gaps in existing research 

and policy frameworks, which can inform future studies or 

practical interventions. 

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Overview of Endogenous Development Practices in 

Tamale Metropolis 

Endogenous development (ED) practices in Tamale 

Metropolis are deeply rooted in the region's cultural, social, 

and economic structures. These practices emphasise 

community-driven initiatives, with local actors taking the 

lead in identifying and implementing development strategies 

that reflect their specific needs and cultural contexts 

(Owusu, 2018). 

 
One notable area where ED is visible is in the 

agricultural sector, which remains a cornerstone of Tamale's 

economy. Farmers in the region continue to rely on 

indigenous knowledge systems, such as traditional crop 

rotation techniques, seed preservation, and pest 

management, all of which contribute to sustainable 

agricultural production (Songsore, 2017). These practices 

not only promote food security but also reflect the cultural 

heritage of the communities, where farming is deeply 

intertwined with social identity. 

 

Another significant ED practice in the region is the rise 

of cooperative-based economic activities. For instance, 

women's groups in Tamale have organised themselves into 

cooperatives to engage in small-scale production of goods 
such as shea butter, handicrafts, and processed foods 

(Owusu, 2018). These cooperatives serve as vital social 

networks that empower women economically, while also 

fostering collective decision-making and community 

solidarity. Through these grassroots initiatives, local 

communities have demonstrated their ability to harness 

endogenous knowledge and resources to improve their 

socio-economic conditions. 

 

B. Impact of Endogenous Development on Local Economic 

Growth 
The contribution of ED to local economic development 

(LED) in Tamale Metropolis is evident through its impact on 

job creation, income generation, and local infrastructure 

improvement. By prioritizing locally driven economic 

activities, ED fosters a model of growth that is both 

sustainable and inclusive, ensuring that the benefits of 

development are felt across all segments of society 

(Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). 

 

One key example of ED contributing to LED is the 

shea butter industry, which has become a major economic 

activity for women in Tamale. Through cooperative 
structures, women have not only increased their income but 

also gained access to markets both within and beyond 

Ghana, enhancing their economic standing. The growth of 

the shea butter industry demonstrates how ED, when aligned 

with LED, can transform traditional economic activities into 

commercially viable industries (Owusu, 2018). This industry 

has also led to the creation of local processing centres, 

providing jobs to many, particularly women, who otherwise 

have limited employment opportunities. 

 

Another successful ED initiative is the promotion of 
sustainable agricultural practices through the introduction of 

organic farming methods. Local farmers, supported by 

NGOs and local government programmes, have adopted 

these methods, which increase productivity while 

maintaining soil fertility and biodiversity. This approach has 

contributed to higher crop yields and, in turn, greater income 

for local farmers (Songsore, 2017). Moreover, improved 

farming practices have encouraged the development of rural 

infrastructure, including farm-to-market roads, further 

boosting local economic growth. 

 

C. Challenges in Aligning ED with LED in Tamale 
Metropolis 

While ED has contributed positively to local economic 

growth in Tamale, significant institutional, socio-cultural, 

and economic challenges hinder the full integration of ED 

with LED strategies. 

 Institutional Challenges: One of the primary obstacles is 

the lack of robust institutional frameworks to support 
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and scale up ED initiatives. Local governments in 

Tamale often lack the financial and technical capacity to 

coordinate large-scale ED programmes that could feed 

into broader LED strategies. Additionally, weak 

governance structures result in limited collaboration 

between local government, NGOs, and the private sector, 

impeding efforts to synchronise ED with formal 

economic development plans (Ayee, 2013). 

 Socio-Cultural Challenges: Cultural barriers also play a 

role in hindering the alignment of ED and LED. In some 

communities, traditional practices and power dynamics 

can restrict the participation of marginalised groups, 

particularly women and youth, in decision-making 

processes (Nel & Rogerson, 2016). While ED 

emphasises inclusivity, these socio-cultural dynamics 

can undermine efforts to create equitable development 

models. 

 Economic Challenges: Resource mobilization is another 

significant hurdle. Many local communities in Tamale 
lack the capital and infrastructure needed to transform 

ED initiatives into scalable economic activities that 

could contribute meaningfully to LED. Access to credit 

is particularly limited for small businesses and 

cooperatives, constraining their ability to expand 

(Owusu, 2018). Furthermore, there is often a disconnect 

between informal economic activities that characterise 

many ED practices and the formal economy, which can 

result in missed opportunities for growth and investment 

(Rodríguez-Pose & Tijmstra, 2005). 

 Policy Frameworks and Governance Issues: The policy 
environment in Ghana has not always been conducive to 

the promotion of ED within the LED framework. 

National and regional development policies tend to focus 

on external investment and large-scale industrialisation, 

leaving little room for locally driven development 

models (Ayee, 2013). Without supportive policy 

frameworks that recognise the value of ED, efforts to 

align it with LED will remain fragmented and 

unsustainable. 

 

D. Opportunities for Strengthening the Nexus Between ED 

and LED 
Despite these challenges, there are several 

opportunities for improving the synergy between ED and 

LED in Tamale Metropolis: 

 Enhanced Community Participation: Increasing 

community participation in local governance and 

development planning can strengthen the alignment 

between ED and LED. By giving local communities a 

greater voice in decision-making, development 

interventions can be better tailored to reflect local 

realities and aspirations (Chambers, 1997). Participatory 

planning models, which involve all stakeholders, 
including marginalised groups, should be prioritized in 

the design and implementation of local development 

programmes. 

 Capacity Building: Capacity-building initiatives can play 

a key role in enhancing the ability of local governments, 

NGOs, and community-based organizations to integrate 

ED and LED more effectively. Training programmes 

focused on governance, project management, and 

resource mobilization can help local institutions 

overcome the challenges of weak governance and 

financial constraints (Nel & Rogerson, 2016). 

 Inclusive Governance: Strengthening local governance 

frameworks through inclusive policies that recognize the 

value of endogenous knowledge and practices will create 

a more supportive environment for aligning ED and 
LED. Policies that prioritise decentralization and give 

local governments greater autonomy to implement 

community-driven initiatives will be critical in fostering 

the integration of ED with broader economic 

development goals (Ayee, 2013). 

 Leveraging Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Public-

private partnerships can be harnessed to bridge the gap 

between informal ED practices and the formal economy. 

By encouraging private sector investment in locally 

driven initiatives, ED activities can gain the necessary 

financial backing to expand and integrate more 
effectively with LED strategies. For instance, the shea 

butter industry could benefit from PPPs that provide 

local cooperatives with access to technology, marketing 

expertise, and international markets (Owusu, 2018). 

 

In conclusion, by addressing the institutional, socio-

cultural, and economic challenges outlined above, and by 

seizing the opportunities for enhanced participation, 

capacity building, and inclusive governance, the nexus 

between ED and LED in Tamale can be significantly 

strengthened. This would not only contribute to sustainable 

local economic growth but also ensure that development 
processes are inclusive, participatory, and rooted in the 

socio-cultural fabric of the community. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

This study has explored the relationship between 

endogenous development (ED) and local economic 

development (LED) in Tamale Metropolis, highlighting the 

role of community-driven practices in fostering economic 

growth and sustainability. The findings reveal that ED 

practices, particularly in agriculture, cooperative-based 
industries, and informal economic activities, have 

significantly contributed to the socio-economic well-being 

of local communities. However, challenges such as weak 

institutional frameworks, limited resources, and socio-

cultural barriers have hindered the full integration of ED 

with LED strategies. Despite these obstacles, opportunities 

for improving the alignment between ED and LED exist, 

particularly through enhanced community participation, 

capacity building, and inclusive governance. 

 

Endogenous development has proven to be a vital 
driver of local economic resilience in Tamale Metropolis. By 

leveraging local knowledge, resources, and cultural 

practices, ED initiatives have enabled communities to 

withstand external economic shocks and sustain livelihoods. 

For example, the shea butter industry and sustainable 

agricultural practices have not only generated income and 

employment but have also helped preserve local traditions 

and promote environmental sustainability. These 
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community-driven efforts demonstrate the capacity of ED to 

create resilient local economies that are better equipped to 

adapt to changing conditions and foster long-term 

development. 

 

The findings of this study have several policy 

implications for urban development planners in Tamale and 

other similar contexts in Africa. First, there is a need for 
policies that prioritise community-driven development 

models and recognise the value of local knowledge in 

shaping sustainable economic growth. This requires a shift 

away from top-down, externally driven development 

paradigms toward more inclusive and participatory 

approaches. 

 

Second, urban planners should focus on strengthening 

local governance frameworks to facilitate better 

coordination between ED initiatives and formal LED 

strategies. This includes improving the capacity of local 
governments to implement and scale up community-based 

development projects and fostering partnerships between 

local authorities, NGOs, and the private sector. 

 

Lastly, the study highlights the importance of inclusive 

policies that ensure marginalized groups, such as women 

and youth, have a meaningful role in development planning 

and decision-making. Empowering these groups through 

capacity building, access to credit, and market opportunities 

will enhance the overall success of ED and LED efforts. 

 

While this study provides valuable insights into the 
nexus between ED and LED in Tamale, several areas require 

further investigation. Future research could explore the long-

term impact of ED initiatives on local economic 

development, particularly in the context of urbanisation and 

migration. Additionally, more empirical studies are needed 

to assess the effectiveness of various policy interventions 

aimed at integrating ED with LED, especially in other 

African cities and rural areas. 

 

Another important avenue for future research is examining 

the role of digital technologies and innovation in enhancing 
ED practices. Digital platforms could provide new 

opportunities for market access, knowledge sharing, and 

capacity building, thereby strengthening the link between 

ED and LED in local economies. 

 

In conclusion, the integration of ED and LED presents 

a powerful model for fostering sustainable and resilient 

development in Tamale and beyond. By aligning 

community-driven development with formal economic 

planning, policymakers can create more inclusive, locally 

responsive development frameworks that promote long-term 

economic growth and social well-being. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

To strengthen the connection between endogenous 

development (ED) and local economic development (LED) 

in Tamale Metropolis, several practical interventions should 

be prioritised. These recommendations are geared toward 

local governments, development practitioners, and 

policymakers to ensure that ED can effectively contribute to 
sustainable and inclusive LED. 

 

A. Enhance Local Governance Structures 

Local governments must be empowered to coordinate 

and facilitate the integration of ED into LED strategies. This 

requires: 

 Decentralisation of decision-making powers: Local 

government institutions should have greater autonomy to 

design and implement policies that reflect the unique 

socio-economic context of Tamale. By decentralising 

authority, local governments can be more responsive to 
community-driven initiatives and ensure that 

development interventions are tailored to local needs 

(Ayee, 2013). 

 Capacity building for local officials: Training 

programmes on participatory planning, project 

management, and community engagement should be 

provided to local government officials to improve their 

ability to support ED initiatives. This includes building 

skills for managing resources, monitoring projects, and 

facilitating collaboration with key stakeholders. 

 

B. Increase Community Involvement 
Greater community participation is crucial for the 

success of both ED and LED. Local governments and 

development practitioners should implement mechanisms 

that encourage deeper engagement with local communities 

in development planning and implementation. This can be 

achieved by: 

 Establishing community development councils that 

include representatives from different sectors of the 

community, such as women, youth, traditional leaders, 

and local business owners. These councils can play an 

advisory role in local government decisions, ensuring 
that community needs and aspirations are reflected in 

policy (Chambers, 1997). 

 Organizing community-driven planning workshops 

where local residents can directly contribute to the 

formulation of LED strategies, thereby ensuring that the 

development process remains inclusive and grounded in 

local realities. Participatory approaches not only 

empower communities but also foster ownership and 

long-term commitment to development projects. 

 

C. Foster Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) 
To scale up ED initiatives and ensure their alignment 

with formal economic development, public-private 

partnerships (PPPs) should be encouraged. The private 

sector can provide the necessary financial resources, 

technical expertise, and market access to support 

community-based economic activities. To foster PPPs: 
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 Incentivise private sector involvement: Local 

governments can offer tax breaks, subsidies, or co-

funding opportunities to private businesses that invest in 

community-based development projects. This can 

include investments in sectors such as agriculture, small-

scale manufacturing, and tourism, which are key areas of 

local economic activity in Tamale (Owusu, 2018). 

 Facilitate collaboration between cooperatives and private 
enterprises: Local cooperatives, particularly in the 

agricultural and craft sectors, should be supported in 

forming partnerships with larger companies. For 

example, the shea butter industry in Tamale has the 

potential to attract investment from private companies 

looking to source sustainable, high-quality products. 

These partnerships can help local producers access 

international markets, improve product quality, and scale 

up operations (Songsore, 2017). 

 

D. Strengthen Access to Finance and Resources 
A significant barrier to the successful integration of ED 

and LED is the limited access to finance for community-

driven initiatives. Policymakers and development 

practitioners should prioritise creating financial mechanisms 

that support local businesses and cooperatives. 

Recommendations include: 

 Establishing local development funds that provide grants 

or low-interest loans to small businesses and 

cooperatives engaged in ED activities. These funds 

should be managed by local authorities or community-

based organisations to ensure that resources are allocated 
equitably and transparently. 

 Expanding access to microfinance institutions (MFIs) 

and credit unions to provide capital for entrepreneurs and 

small-scale farmers. Programmes should be designed to 

specifically target marginalised groups, such as women 

and youth, who often face barriers to accessing 

traditional financial services. 

 

E. Improve Infrastructure and Technology 

Infrastructure plays a critical role in supporting both 

ED and LED, particularly in terms of enhancing market 

access and improving productivity. To address infrastructure 
gaps: 

 Invest in rural infrastructure: Local governments and 

development partners should prioritize the development 

of roads, water supply systems, and electricity networks, 

especially in rural areas of Tamale. Improved 

infrastructure will facilitate the movement of goods and 

services, connect rural producers to urban markets, and 

enhance overall economic activity. 

 Promote digital inclusion: As digital technologies 

become increasingly important for economic 

development, it is essential to bridge the digital divide in 
Tamale. Local governments can partner with private 

telecommunications companies to expand internet access 

in underserved areas. Additionally, training programmes 

on digital skills should be offered to local businesses and 

cooperatives to help them leverage e-commerce 

platforms, digital marketing, and online financial 

services. 

F. Create Supportive Policy Frameworks 

A conducive policy environment is essential for 

aligning ED with LED. Policymakers should develop 

policies that explicitly recognize and support community-

based development models. Specific recommendations 

include: 

 Integrating ED principles into national and regional 

development plans: Policymakers should ensure that ED 
is incorporated as a core component of both national and 

regional economic development strategies. This requires 

creating policies that encourage the use of local 

knowledge and resources, promote sustainable practices, 

and support community-driven initiatives (Ayee, 2013). 

 Designing inclusive development policies: Development 

policies should prioritise inclusivity by targeting 

marginalized and vulnerable populations, ensuring that 

their voices are heard in the decision-making process. 

Additionally, policies should promote gender equality 

and provide equal opportunities for women and youth to 
participate in economic activities. 

 

In conclusion, strengthening the connection between 

ED and LED in Tamale requires a multi-pronged approach 

involving enhanced local governance, greater community 

participation, public-private partnerships, access to finance, 

improved infrastructure, and supportive policy frameworks. 

By adopting these practical interventions, local 

governments, development practitioners, and policymakers 

can ensure that Tamale’s development trajectory is both 

sustainable and inclusive, rooted in the strengths and 

aspirations of the local community. 
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APPENDIX 

 

 List of Source Documents for Desk Study and Content 

Analysis 

The list of source documents provides a solid 

foundation for conducting this desk study and content 

analysis to explore the interplay between endogenous 
development and local economic development in Tamale 

Metropolis. The selection includes a combination of policy 

frameworks, local government performance reports, 

NGO studies, and academic research papers, which 

together offer both practical and theoretical insights into the 

topic. below is a comprehensive list of key source 

documents that were utilized in the desk study and content 

analysis for the paper, "Exploring the Nexus Between 

Endogenous Development and Local Economic 

Development: The Experience of Tamale Metropolis in 

Ghana": 
 

A. Policy Documents: 
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Metropolitan Medium-Term Development Plan 2021–

2025. Tamale Metropolitan Assembly. 
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for All (2018–2022). Accra: NDPC. 

 Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development 
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Economic Development in Ghana (LED 2020–2030). 

Accra: MLGRD. 

 Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA). (2022). 

National Agriculture Investment Plan (2021–2025). 

Accra: MOFA. 

 

 Government of Ghana. (2021). Decentralization Policy 
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Development (2021–2025). Accra: Ministry of Local 

Government. 
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Metropolis. Tamale: Tamale Metropolitan Assembly. 
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(2021). Northern Region Annual Development 
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 Ghana Statistical Service (GSS). (2020). Poverty 

Mapping in Ghana: Regional and District Profiles. 

Accra: GSS. 

 Tamale Metropolitan Assembly. (2022). Local 

Development and Governance Strategy 2021–2025: 

Prioritizing Community-Based Development in Tamale 

Metropolis. Tamale Metropolitan Assembly. 
 

C. Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Reports: 

 ActionAid Ghana. (2021). Supporting Women’s 

Cooperatives for Economic Empowerment in Northern 

Ghana: A Case Study in Tamale Metropolis. Accra: 

ActionAid Ghana. 

 Oxfam. (2020). The Role of Cooperatives in Advancing 

Local Economic Development in Northern Ghana. 

Accra: Oxfam International. 

 CARE International. (2019). Empowering Smallholder 

Farmers through Sustainable Agricultural Practices in 
Northern Ghana: The Case of Tamale Metropolis. Accra: 

CARE. 

 

D. Academic Articles and Research Papers: 
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