Volume 9, Issue 10, October — 2024
ISSN No:-2456-2165

International Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology

https://doi.org/10.38124/ijisrt/IJISRT240CT1690

Street Children in Somaliland: Addressing Social
Policy Gaps and Solutions

Shab’an H. Yusuf

Abstract:- The problem of street children in Somaliland is
a manifestation of complex socio-economic, cultural, and
systemic challenges that contribute to the marginalization
of these vulnerable youths. This paper tries to explore the
factors that drive children to the streets, such as poverty,
family disintegration, and the lack of access to educational
opportunities. Demographically, street children in
Somaliland are predominantly male, although girls face
greater risks of exploitation. The paper emphasizes the
severe health and psychological risks these children
endure, compounded by societal stigma that views them as
delinquents rather than victims.

It also discusses the national and international legal
frameworks, including the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and their applicability
to the situation of addressing the plight of street children.
Somaliland has made some progress in creating child
protection laws, but challenges persist in terms of
resources and cultural attitudes. The paper makes a call
for action in this regard with a multifaceted approach,
involving family counseling, parent education, and
community engagement, which can address the root causes
and provide sustainable solutions.

Such collaborations between government agencies,
NGOs, and international partners are vital to improving
the well-being of street children and facilitating their
reintegration into society.
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I INTRODUCTION

From the world population, children account a significant
portion of the global population, with estimates indicating that
they make up approximately 29% of the total population
worldwide. According to the United Nations, there are about
2.2 billion children aged 0-14 years globally, which translates
to roughly 29% of the total world population of approximately
7.9 billion people as of 2021 (Wilmshurst et al., 2011).
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The phenomenon of street children represents a complex
interplay of socio-economic factors, cultural dynamics, and
systemic neglect that often leads to their marginalization
within society. Research consistently highlights that poverty is
a predominant factor pushing children onto the streets, as
families struggle to meet basic needs, thereby necessitating the
economic contributions of their children from a young age
(Nouri & Yousef, 2018; Abdullah et al., 2014; Ogunkan,
2023). This situation is exacerbated by parental negligence,
where parents may be unable or unwilling to provide adequate
care and support, further pushing children towards street life
as a means of survival (Nouri & Yousef, 2018; Abdullah et al.,
2014; Vameghi et al., 2012).

In many developing countries, the socio-economic
conditions that lead to the emergence of street children are
multifaceted. For instance, in India, a study revealed that the
lack of parental awareness regarding the importance of
education, coupled with the pressures of globalization, has
resulted in many children abandoning their educational
pursuits in favor of street work (Dutta, 2018). This trend is not
isolated to a single region; it is a global issue that manifests in
various forms across different cultural contexts, with street
children often facing a myriad of challenges, including
exploitation, abuse, and health risks (Cumber & Tsoka-
Gwegweni, 2015; Ayub et al., 2016; Embleton et al., 2013).

1. METHODOLOGY

The methodology of this paper focuses heavily on the
review of secondary data sources. This includes an analysis of
international treaties and conventions that Somaliland has
ratified, along with relevant national laws, policies, and
government-designed action plans to address children's issues.
Furthermore, the study incorporates research reports from UN
agencies such as UNICEF, as well as contributions from both
international and local NGOs. Academic books, along with
credible online sources, are also reviewed to provide a well-
rounded  perspective. Where necessary, unstructured
interviews with government officials were conducted to
supplement the data and provide additional insights for the
study.
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» Street Children: Concepts and Definitions

The concept of "street children™ encompasses a diverse
and complex population of minors who find themselves living
and working in street environments, often without adequate
adult supervision or protection. Various definitions exist,
reflecting the multifaceted nature of this issue and the
different contexts in which street children are found.
According to the United Nations, a street child is defined as
"any girl or boy for whom the street in the widest sense of the
word (including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has
become his or her habitual abode and/or source of livelihood,
and who is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by
responsible adults" (Vameghi et al., 2012; Daba et al., 2020).
This definition emphasizes the precarious living conditions
and lack of support that characterize the lives of street
children.

In addition to the UN's definition, UNICEF provides a
more nuanced categorization of street children, identifying
several subgroups. These include children who live on the
streets, those who have run away from their families, children
who work on the streets, and those who spend significant
time on the streets but return home regularly (Dhawan, 2023;
Taib & Ahmad, 2018). This classification highlights the
varying degrees of connection to family and the different
circumstances that lead children to the streets. For instance,
some children may be part of "street families," living together
on the streets, while others may be completely detached from
familial ties (Dejman et al., 2015).

The phenomenon of street children is not merely a result
of individual circumstances but is deeply rooted in broader
socio-economic factors. Poverty, family dysfunction, and
social dislocation are critical drivers that push children onto
the streets (Vameghi et al., 2012; Vameghi et al., 2013). For
instance, in many low- and middle-income countries,
economic hardship can lead families to rely on their children's
income, forcing them to work on the streets instead of
attending school (Taib & Ahmad, 2018)

» Problem Analysis: Street Children in Somaliland

The issue of street children in Somaliland is a pressing
social concern that reflects broader socio-economic challenges
faced by the region. In Somaliland, the emergence of street
children can be attributed to a combination of factors
including poverty, family disintegration, and socio-political
instability. This analysis will examine into the problem of
street children in Somaliland, exploring their demographics,
the underlying causes of their situation, and the implications
for their health and well-being.
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Demographically, street children in Somaliland are
predominantly male, although there is a significant number of
females who also find themselves in similar circumstances.
Research indicates that boys often dominate the street child
population due to societal norms that place greater economic
burdens on males to contribute to family income (Ozbas,
2015). However, female street children face unique
challenges, including higher risks of sexual exploitation and
abuse, which are exacerbated by their marginalized status
(Chimdessa & Cheire, 2018). The age range of street children
typically spans from early childhood to late adolescence, with
many children leaving home as young as six years old due to
familial pressures or socio-economic hardships (Abubakar-
Abdullateef et al., 2017).

The root causes of street child phenomena in Somaliland
are deeply intertwined with the socio-economic landscape of
the region. Poverty remains a significant driver, as many
families struggle to meet basic needs, compelling children to
seek work on the streets to support their families (Demartoto,
2012). In addition, family disintegration, often intensified by
conflict and displacement, leads to a breakdown of traditional
support systems. Many street children report having
experienced domestic violence or neglect, prompting them to
escape to the streets in search of safety and autonomy (Kertati
& Cristiani,, 2022). Furthermore, the lack of educational
opportunities in Somaliland contributes to the continuation of
street life, as children who are unable to attend school are left
with few alternatives for economic survival (Murray et al.,
2012).

Health implications for street children in Somaliland are
dire. Studies have shown that street children are at a higher
risk of physical and mental health issues due to their living
conditions, which often include exposure to violence,
malnutrition, and inadequate healthcare. The prevalence of
substance abuse among street children is also concerning, as
many resort to drugs or alcohol as coping mechanisms for
their harsh realities (Suryaningsi & Muhazir, 2020). Mental
health issues such as depression and anxiety are common, with
street children reporting feelings of hopelessness and isolation
(Cumber & Tsoka-Gwegweni, 2015). These health challenges
not only affect their immediate well-being but also have long-
term implications for their development and future prospects.

The societal perception of street children in Somaliland
often exacerbates their marginalization. Many adults view
street children through a lens of stigma, perceiving them as
delinquents or nuisances rather than recognizing their
humanity and the systemic issues that have led them to the
streets (Veale & Dond, 2003). This negative perception can
hinder efforts to provide support and resources to these
children, as interventions may be viewed with skepticism or
outright rejection by the community. Consequently, street
children often find themselves isolated from potential support
networks, further entrenching their vulnerable status.
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Addressing the issue of street children in Somaliland
requires a multifaceted approach that encompasses education,
health care, and social support systems. Programs aimed at
providing access to education for street children are essential,
as education can serve as a pathway out of poverty and street
life (Endris & Sitota, 2019). Additionally, health interventions
that focus on both physical and mental health are crucial in
addressing the immediate needs of street children and
promoting their overall well-being (Wayas, 2009).
Community engagement and awareness-raising initiatives can
also play a vital role in changing societal perceptions of street
children, fostering a more supportive environment for their
reintegration into society.

I1. LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
RELEVANT TO STREET CHILDREN

A. International and Regional Legal Framework

The legal and policy framework relevant to street
children in Somaliland is significantly influenced by
international and regional legal instruments designed to
protect children's rights. These frameworks provide a
foundation for addressing issues of child abuse and neglect,
particularly for vulnerable populations such as street children.

At the international level, the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) stands as the most
comprehensive treaty dedicated to child rights. Ratified by
numerous countries, including Somaliland/Somalia, the
UNCRC outlines essential rights for children, including the
right to protection from abuse and neglect, the right to
education, and the right to participate in decisions affecting
their lives (Kilkelly, 2006). The Convention emphasizes that
states must take all appropriate legislative, administrative, and
other measures to implement the rights recognized in the
Convention, thereby establishing a legal obligation for
countries to protect children from harm.

In addition to the UNCRC, the Optional Protocols to the
Convention, particularly those addressing the involvement of
children in armed conflict and the sale of children, child
prostitution, and child pornography, further enhance
protections for children in vulnerable situations (Bolborici,
2024). These protocols underscore the necessity of
safeguarding children from exploitation and violence, which is
particularly relevant to street children who may be at risk of
such abuses.

Regionally, the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) complements the UNCRC by
addressing specific issues pertinent to the African context,
such as child labor, exploitation, and the need for family and
community support systems. The ACRWC obligates member
states to take measures to protect children from all forms of
abuse and neglect, reinforcing the commitment to uphold
children's rights at a regional level (Gangoli et al., 2009).
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B. National Legal and Policy Framework

At the national level, Somaliland has made strides in
establishing a legal framework that aligns with international
standards for child protection. The Somaliland Constitution,
adopted in 2001, recognizes the rights of children and
mandates the state to protect them from abuse and neglect
(Wulczyn et al., 2002). Additionally, the Somaliland Child
Rights Law, enacted in 2011, aims to implement the principles
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) within the local context. This law emphasizes the
right of every child to protection from all forms of violence,
abuse, and neglect, and it establishes mechanisms for
reporting and addressing cases of child maltreatment (Vidra et
al., 2017).

Despite these legal frameworks, the implementation
remains a significant challenge. The lack of resources,
inadequate training for law enforcement and social workers,
and cultural attitudes towards child discipline often hinder
effective enforcement of these laws (Kinuthia et al., 2014).
Moreover, the legal system in Somaliland is still evolving, and
there is a need for comprehensive policies that specifically
address the needs of street children, who are particularly
vulnerable to various forms of abuse and exploitation.

Internationally, Somaliland is a signatory to several key
treaties that influence its national policies on child protection.
The UNCRC, which Somaliland ratified in 2002, obligates the
government to take all appropriate measures to protect
children from abuse and neglect (Concepcion et al., 2019).
Additionally, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child (ACRWC) reinforces the commitment to uphold
children's rights at a regional level, emphasizing the need for
states to protect children from all forms of abuse and to ensure
their development in a safe environment (Rontogianni et al.,
2023).

Furthermore, the national policies concerning child
welfare in Somaliland are often influenced by international
development organizations and NGOs that advocate for
children's rights. These organizations play a crucial role in
raising awareness about child protection issues and providing
support services for street children. They often collaborate
with the government to develop programs aimed at preventing
child abuse and neglect, as well as providing rehabilitation and
reintegration services for street children (Clarke, 2012).

The National Development Plan (NDP) also plays a
crucial role in the child protection policy framework. The
NDP outlines strategies for enhancing social services,
including education and health care, which are essential for
the well-being of street children (Bywaters et al., 2018). The
plan emphasizes the need for a comprehensive approach to
child welfare, integrating health, education, and social
protection services.
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(AVA EFFORTS AND GAPS IN ENFORCING LAWS
AND IMPLEMENTING POLICIES

One of the primary efforts in Somaliland has been the
establishment of the Somaliland Child Rights Law, which
aligns with international standards set by the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (Fass et al.,
2017). This legal framework is intended to protect children
from abuse, neglect, and exploitation. However, the actual
enforcement of these laws is often inconsistent. Reports
indicate that there is a lack of resources and trained personnel
to effectively implement Child Protection Policy, which
hampers the ability of authorities to respond to cases of abuse
and neglect among street children (Chen et al., 2021).

Moreover, the societal attitudes towards street children
often complicate enforcement efforts. Street children are
frequently stigmatized and marginalized, leading to their
treatment as criminals rather than victims in need of
protection (Michaelson & Ensom, 2022). This societal
perception can result in law enforcement agencies being less
inclined to intervene on behalf of street children, further
perpetuating their vulnerability. For instance, studies have
shown that street children in various contexts often face
harassment from police, which can include demands for
bribes in exchange for non-interference (Afifi et al., 2017).
Such practices violate their rights and undermine the legal
protections intended for them.

In addition to legal frameworks, various national
policies have been developed to address the needs of street
children. The National Development Plan (NDP) outlines
strategies for improving social services, including education
and health care, which are crucial for the well-being of street
children (Fass et al., 2017). However, the implementation of
these policies is often hindered by inadequate funding and a
lack of coordination among different government agencies
and NGOs. The absence of a comprehensive approach that
integrates health, education, and social protection services
leaves many street children without the support they need
(YYaffe & Burg, 2014).

Furthermore, the role of NGOs and international
organizations is critical in advocating for the rights of street
children and providing essential services. These organizations
often fill gaps left by the government, offering shelter,
education, and health services to street children (Bateganya,
2023). However, their efforts can be limited by the lack of a
supportive policy environment and insufficient collaboration
with governmental bodies (Fielding & Ballance, 2021).
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V. ALTERNATIVE POLICY SOLUTIONS

To effectively address the challenges faced by street
children in Somaliland, a comprehensive policy solution that
includes family counseling, parent education and training, and
the implementation of family support programs is essential.
This approach aims to strengthen family units, reduce the
incidence of children living on the streets, and promote the
overall well-being of children.

Family counseling can play a pivotal role in addressing
the underlying issues that lead to children living on the streets.
Counseling services can provide families with tools to
communicate effectively, resolve conflicts, and address issues
such as substance abuse and domestic violence, which are
often prevalent in households with street-connected children.
By offering a platform for families to discuss their challenges,
counseling can help normalize family dynamics and reduce
the factors that push children to the streets (Haan et al., 2020).

Moreover, implementing family support programs that
focus on poverty alleviation can significantly impact the lives
of street children. These programs can include financial
literacy training, job creation initiatives, and access to social
services that support families in need. By alleviating economic
pressures, families are less likely to rely on their children for
income, thereby reducing the likelihood of children being
pushed into street life (Zhong & Peng, 2020).

Parent education and training programs are vital for
equipping caregivers with the skills necessary to provide a
nurturing and supportive environment for their children.
Training can cover topics such as positive discipline
techniques, child development, and the importance of
education. Educating parents about children's rights and the
negative impacts of corporal punishment can foster a more
supportive home environment, which is crucial for preventing
children from seeking refuge on the streets (Kang, 2018).

Additionally, programs that promote awareness of the
long-term consequences of neglect and abuse can help shift
cultural attitudes towards parenting. By emphasizing the
importance of emotional support and healthy relationships,
these programs can contribute to breaking the cycle of
violence and neglect that often leads to children becoming
street-connected (Bultts et al., 2013).

Engaging the community in supporting families is
essential for the success of these initiatives. Community-based
programs that encourage local involvement can help create a
supportive network for families in need. This can include
mentorship programs where community members provide
guidance and support to struggling families, as well as
initiatives that promote children's rights and well-being.
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Furthermore, raising awareness about the challenges
faced by street children and their families can foster a more
compassionate community response. By sensitizing the public
to the issues of poverty, abuse, and neglect, communities can
work together to create a safer environment for children
(Devaney, 2017).

VI. MAJOR RESPONSIBLE ENTITIES FOR
IMPLEMENTATION

The successful implementation of policies aimed at
addressing the needs of street children in Somaliland requires
the collaboration of wvarious stakeholders, including
government agencies, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), community-based organizations, and international
partners. Below are the major responsible entities for
implementing these policies:

A. Government Agencies

» Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs:

This ministry is primarily responsible for the welfare of
children and families in Somaliland. It plays a crucial role in
formulating and implementing child protection policies,
including those targeting street children. The ministry can
coordinate efforts across various sectors to ensure
comprehensive support for vulnerable families.

» Ministry of Education and Science:

The Ministry of Education is essential in implementing
educational programs and initiatives aimed at integrating street
children into the formal education system. It can also facilitate
training programs for parents and community members on the
importance of education.

» Ministry of Health:

This ministry is responsible for the health and well-being
of children in Somaliland. It can implement health programs
that address the physical and mental health needs of street
children and their families, including access to healthcare
services and mental health support.

» Local Government Authorities:

Local government bodies play a critical role in the
implementation of child protection policies at the community
level. They can facilitate the establishment of counseling
centers, support programs, and community engagement
initiatives.
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B. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

» Child Protection NGOs:

Various NGOs focus specifically on child protection and
welfare. These organizations can provide direct services to
street children, including shelter, counseling, education, and
health services. They also play a vital role in advocacy and
raising awareness about children's rights.

» Community-Based Organizations:

Local community organizations can engage in grassroots
efforts to support families and children. They can facilitate
workshops, support groups, and community mobilization
initiatives aimed at addressing the root causes of street
involvement.

» International NGOs:

Organizations such as UNICEF and Save the Children
often have programs focused on child welfare and protection.
They can provide technical assistance, funding, and resources
to support local initiatives aimed at helping street children.

C. Community Stakeholders

» Community Leaders and Elders:

Local leaders and elders can play a significant role in
advocating for the rights of street children and promoting
community support for families in need. Their involvement
can help shift cultural attitudes and foster a more supportive
environment for vulnerable children.

» Parents:

Engaging parents in the implementation of policies is
crucial. They can participate in training programs and support
initiatives that aim to improve family dynamics and reduce the
risk of children becoming street-connected.

» Youth and Peer Support Groups:

Empowering youth to take an active role in supporting
their peers can create a sense of community and belonging.
Peer support groups can provide mentorship and guidance to
street children, helping them navigate challenges and access
available resources.

D. International Partners

» United Nations Agencies:

Agencies such as UNICEF and the World Health
Organization (WHO) can provide support in terms of funding,
technical expertise, and capacity building for local entities
working with street children.
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> Bilateral and Multilateral Donors:

International donors can provide financial assistance for
programs aimed at addressing the needs of street children.
Their involvement can help ensure the sustainability of
initiatives and support the scaling up of successful programs.

VII. CONCLUSION

Addressing the needs of street children in Somaliland
requires a multifaceted approach that encompasses legal,
social, and economic strategies. The existing frameworks,
including the Somaliland Child Rights Law and various
national policies, provide a foundation for protecting
children's rights. However, significant gaps remain in the
implementation and enforcement of these laws, often due to
resource limitations, cultural attitudes, and a lack of
coordinated efforts among stakeholders.

To effectively combat the challenges faced by street
children, it is essential to implement comprehensive strategies
that include family counseling, parent education and training,
and robust family support programs. By focusing on
strengthening family units and providing the necessary
resources, Somaliland can reduce the incidence of children
living on the streets and promote their overall well-being.

Engaging various stakeholders—government agencies,
NGOs, community organizations, and international partners—
is crucial for the successful implementation of these strategies.
Collaborative efforts can foster a supportive environment that
not only addresses the immediate needs of street children but
also contributes to long-term societal change by promoting
healthier family dynamics and community involvement.

Ultimately, the commitment to protecting and supporting
street children in Somaliland will require sustained advocacy,
resource allocation, and a shift in societal attitudes towards
child welfare. By prioritizing the rights and needs of these
vulnerable children, Somaliland can work towards a future
where every child has the opportunity to thrive in a safe and
nurturing environment.
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